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Joe Matthew Singer (November 22, 1950 - June 25, 1993) was  
a writer, printer, and publisher from Powell, Wyoming. He  
was an active figure in the small press and independent book 
publishing community of the Pacific Northwest through the 
1980s until his death in 1993. 

Singer began publishing in 1970, buying out a literary arts 
zine called Grok, which he renamed The Village Idiot, which he 
would edit and publish for the rest of his life. Interested  
in radical and anarchist politics, Singer printed a number of 
local underground newspapers, before dropping out of college 
to wander the country, working various odd and low-level print 
jobs in California, Colorado, Missouri, and New York. In 1980, 
he purchased his first printing press and founded Mother of 
Ashes Press. In a 1992 interview with Jerome Gold, Singer 
recalls the origins of the imprint:

“I bought a Kelsey letterpress. A six-by-ten Kelsey.  
You know, these tabletop letterpresses. And that’s when  
I started the press. ‘Cause I finally had a press. And  
so I named it. […] It started out as a poem but that’s  
all I got written of it, was ‘Mother of Ashes.’”

In 1984, he relocated to Harrison, Idaho, where he settled 
down with “Darlene,” his prized Multilith model 1261 offset 
duplicator, on which he would carry out the bulk of his 
printing work for the next decade, focusing primarily on 
periodicals and limited edition runs of books, chapbooks,  
and broadsides related to poetry, stories, and local activism.

Singer had a particular fondness for the technical aspects  
of printing. He enjoyed talking shop, and carried on several 
lengthy correspondences with other printers and publishers, 
such as Penelope Reedy (The Redneck Review) and Fred Woodworth 
(The Match!). In 1987, he started another periodical called 
The Printer’s Devil, which he dedicated to “well-written 
articles on graphic arts for small presses” with an emphasis 
on “technical how-to pieces.” 

Singer struggled with alcoholism and depression for the 
majority of his life. In his correspondences he often wrote 
about his isolation and loneliness in the very small town of 
Harrison. In the early summer of 1993, he was found dead in 
his car by self-inflicted gunshot wound. 

Most of his papers were lost or destroyed after his death. 
This PDF makes available for the first time some of the 
surviving ephemera of the Mother of Ashes imprint to which 
Singer dedicated his life. 
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Joe M. Singer’s “Landscape w/ Trees,” a broadside printed  
in an edition 69. Although Singer single-handedly ran  
Mother of Ashes Press, he always referred to his role  
as “poet-in-residence,” frequently putting out his own 
projects under the imprint.
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Mother of Ashes Press window card printed in an  
edition of 350, also indicating Singer’s membership  
in the American Amateur Press Association.
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Author’s guide for submitting material to three 
Mother of Ashes Press magazines: The Village 
Idiot, The Printer’s Devil, and LIFE & TIMES.
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Invitation to Singer’s residence for the release  
party of The Village Idiot #9 “Learning to Laugh,” 
published 1 April 1986.
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Advertisement for the release of “Learning to Laugh,” 
featured in Penelope Reedy’s The Redneck Review,  
for which Singer occasionally served as printer. 
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The second (“Tuesday’s wife is full of grace”) and  
sixth (“Saturday’s wife works hard for a living”) 
installments from a Singer mail art project entitled  
“MY HUSBAND HAS SEVEN WIVES.”
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Promotional materials for the work of Judith Shannon 
Paine (1942-2019), an Idaho-based poet who was a  
frequent collaborator of Singer’s during the 1980s. 
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Printed materials for The Harrison Opera Troupe. Singer 
was active in the local theater community in Harrison  
and also served as a stagehand for numerous productions.
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In the mid 80s, Singer served as the printer for  
Citizens Against Nuclear Weapons and Extermination 
(CANWE), an anti-nuclear group in nearby Coeur d’Alene.
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Fred Woodworth’s note on Singer’s death,  
which appeared in the Fall 1993 issue  
of The Mystery & Adventure Series Review. 


